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set of.George Osborne has had a revelation about
the EU, but don't say you weren't told. Speaking
at a private event in Bath, he told Sky News that
he had "just realised" what Brexit was all about,
jokingly saying it was a dog whistle for "the Wall
of Berlin". His claim was made in response to a
question about Boris Johnson, but also took in the
impact of the Swiss referendum. He told the
viewers: "The real answer to the question what is
a country? There is a real difficulty in defining
what a country is. "There is an old joke about
there being an American song about how to ask a
girl out, 'When you're driving down the street and
a guy on a motorcycle goes past, what do you do?
Ask them for directions,' and the answer is, 'Don't
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do that.'" Brexit-backing politicians are now lining
up to claim that the remark shows a shift of
position from the Remain camp. Former cabinet
minister Stephen Crabb tweeted: "It appears
@George_Osborne has been listening to the lies
and exaggerations of Vote Leave, and is now
realising what they were doing." Former minister
Owen Paterson said: "I think it is quite revealing
that the Chancellor has to say on this issue that 'I
haven't really thought about it before'." Former
International Development Secretary Andrew
Mitchell added: "George Osborne now thinks he
has Brexit". The context for the remark was a
discussion about Boris Johnson, who is often
described as a "Brexiteer" by his opponents.
However, the Brexit vote will not kick in for two
years and candidates have not been selected.
Image: Boris Johnson is often called a 'Brexiteer'
by opponents Government figures have previously
dismissed Mr Johnson as a "Brexiteer" and "hard
Brexit" supporter, but Mr Osborne and others
have suggested the opposite. Asked if he had
"any qualms" about his new prime minister, Mr
Osborne replied: "On the detail? Not at all." He is
also thought to have supported the idea of leaving
the single market, but only in the "early days" of
the campaign, while ministers have suggested the
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goal is now a "clean Brexit".
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