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PDF files remain the primary file formats for paper-based
text, whether in books or magazines. In journals, many of
these paper-based publications are distributed in PDF
format. On the Internet, PDF is the default format for many
documents. PDF is a Portable Document Format (ISO
14651), and is used to describe a file format, not a physical
paper document. PDFs can store text, graphics, images, and
other types of content and have been created in numerous
file formats, but the most common formats include PDF 1.2,
PDF 1.5, PDF 1.7, PDF 1.8, and PDF 2.0. Many document
editing programs can create and edit PDF documents. PDF is
often used for the distribution of scholarly or technical
papers, and as a result, many other file formats have been
created for this purpose. PDF is widely supported on
Windows, Macintosh, and Linux platforms. PDF devices and
software The earliest Macintosh program to support the PDF
specification included Adobe Acrobat 4.0, released in 2004.
PDF was the first Apple consumer software to utilize a non-
Apple operating system, Linux. With the creation of the
PdfTeX package for TeX, PDF files can now be easily used
within LaTeX documents. There are also PDF editors or
converters for a number of platforms which can convert text
to PDF, including a number of Mac-only applications such as
PDFMate and Preview. PDF-XChange Viewer is a free
software for browsing, modifying and creating PDF-X
structures from Microsoft Windows. It provides a standard
user interface for working with PDF-X structures, and allows
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for a vast range of actions (deleting, splitting, grouping,
navigating, interpreting text strings and images). It is no
longer under active development, as PDF-Xchange can now
be obtained from the free and open-source LibreOffice
project. In the past PDF-XChange was available at a cost,
now it is freely available for Linux and for Windows also.
Several file converters exist for Unix-like systems, including
Ghostscript for Unix and OS X, and PDF-XChange Viewer. In
addition, PDF converter programs exist for Windows,
including spook, winpdf and GhostWin, and command-line
based utilities. Internet In recent years, developers have
created various browsers and web apps that use PDF as a
method for browsing the web. Some of the advantages of
using PDF as the primary file format include:
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