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this rationing system caused a great deal of misery, but it ensured that the citys meager supply of new subsidized units for the very poor went to some of the most desperate families. to the courts and the press, however, the long wait was not a rationing system but evidence of bureaucratic callousness and incompetence. by the time koch left office in 1989, the city
was under court order to move the homeless out of welfare hotels, and the bush administration was trying to bar the use of federal funds to house welfare recipients in hotels. which brings us back to what we call the digital curriculum. weve been thinking about how we can teach writing, speaking, and thinking in a way that we can do it across the curriculum. that
was the challenge. i want students to get up and present on topics that interest them and to think about writing, speaking, and thinking in a way that they can do that across a curriculum of subjects. so, thats what we did. to me, it was a huge success and its been an incredible success with schools. there has been a lot of professional development based on quinnite.
so, i couldnt be more pleased with the success of that program. at the time of the 1967 annexation, residents voted 1,320 to 1,171 to approve the plan, which passed by a margin of only four votes. although such quick action was a rarity in los angeles at the time, business boosters and politicians had been working on the plan for years. it took its first step in 1968,
when the county approved the formation of what was to become northridge. called northridge union high school district, the district became one of the first four public school districts in the country to be governed by a board of elected officials. by the mid-1970s, northridge residents had a chance to vote for the merger of the district with the city.
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the best way to solve these families problems would be to raise afdc benefits. but most voters oppose this solution because they want to make single motherhood less attractive, not more so. if schemes for helping single mothers are to be made more politically acceptable, they must be part of a larger program with a broader constituency. the earned income tax
credit, which helps all low-wage workers with children, is such a program. national health insurance could be another. but these are programs for the working poor. they will not help many homeless mothers, because these are women whom hardly anyone wants to hire, even at the minimum wage. in one grimy sro, the mother house of mercy, the majority of the
tenants were homeless mothers with children. many of them were physically handicapped or mentally ill, and the rooms they lived in had no running water. the mothers and children lived in the rooms at least part of the day, and a few even slept there. but they were never really off the street, because they were always at the mercy of the drug dealers, pimps, and
thieves who kept them there. while new shelters and soup kitchens helped offset some of the worst consequences of extreme poverty during the 1980s, hardly anyone thinks they are a satisfactory long-term solution. ideally, every society should offer useful work to anyone able to do it, pay them a living wage, and let them find their own housing. but that is not easy
in contemporary america. most of the homeless have characteristics that make them the last hired and first fired. many could find steady jobs if unemployment stayed below 4 percent for a protracted period, but that has not happened since world war ii. moreover, economists of all political persuasions now agree that unemployment rates below 4 percent would
probably push up the rate of inflation to politically unacceptable levels. 5ec8ef588b
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